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2017–18 STATE BUDGET 

416. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Treasurer: 
I refer to comments by one of the state’s largest home builders, Dale Alcock, who, according to my notes, told 
ABC radio on Friday that when it comes to repairing the budget, and I quote — 

We’re a large employer; we’ve got to contribute to the state and we have got to share that. 
How does this budget ensure that the largest companies operating in WA help do their bit in fixing the finances; 
and how does this budget ensure the burden of the budget repair is not left to just mums, dads and ordinary 
Western Australians. 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
Good question, member for Belmont! Thank you very much. 
Mr Speaker, can I, in this first question time since the budget, just reflect on some of the broader issues in the 
budget. I think all members have now had the opportunity, particularly with page 9—I know that is what all 
members would have particularly turned to—to look at the forward estimates projections around the deficit–
surplus, the net debt projections, and the cash deficit and cash balance positions of the state. I am assuming and 
hoping that all members of this place are supportive of what we are seeing in the projections around employment, 
state final demand, household consumption and overall gross state product. For the first time in a long time they 
are starting to show positive signs of recovery across the forward estimates. Unfortunately, that is not yet 
translating—it will not because of the nature of our revenue sources—into immediate revenue repair. I note—all 
members focus on this in particular—the goods and services tax return is projected finally in the out years to get 
above 60 per cent of what we provide. 
The point I have made about the two revenue decisions that we have had to make around payroll tax and gold is 
about sharing that burden, member for Belmont. The budget points out in some detail where the burden is being 
taken in respect of budget repair, and I have made the point that half of that is being done on what we can control. 
The public sector is being asked to take up 50 per cent of that burden, but I cannot—I hope the Liberal Party 
agrees—just expect the households of Western Australia to bear an unfair burden. That is why we have asked—it 
is not something I wanted to do or enjoy doing—both the gold sector and the large corporates of Western Australia 
to also, over a finite period for our payroll tax increase that applies to fewer than one per cent of businesses in 
Western Australia, do their bit in sharing the burden. One of the things I was determined to do, member for 
Belmont, was ensure that our payroll tax increase is for a finite period. I think it is fair to say that if it is booked in 
permanently, it is probably here to stay forever. That legislation, as members will see, will expire after five years 
so that a future state government, whether it be Labor or Liberal, will not rely on that revenue forever. 
A progressive payroll tax scale, with higher margin tax rates for taxpayers with Australia-wide payrolls exceeding 
$100 million and $1.5 billion, will apply for five years. I just note, for my friends in the National Party, that large 
iron ore miners will be effectively made to pay about one-fifth of that entire amount of over $400 million in 
increased payroll tax. 
I commend Dale Alcock, who was interviewed on ABC Radio Perth Mornings on Friday, reflecting on this payroll 
tax increase, which, of course, his business will pay. According to my notes, he also went on to make this 
comment — 

Everyone has got to pull the chain. So I’d sort of look at the problem that the gold industry will face and 
you can mount a campaign against all this and be very public or we can also say ‘we’ve got to pull on the 
rope’. 
The public of WA are having to contribute as well so business has to as well. 

Government members: Hear, hear! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Dale Alcock is a person who has looked at the finances and the situation we face, and he is 
going to do his bit. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: He is going to do his bit. 
Can I also, just before I sit, commend the comments of the shadow Treasurer. I think he is trying to position the 
Liberal Party into a place of actually understanding that it had a big part in contributing to the fiscal problems that 
we now have. As a result of the structural imbalance that the former government created in its first term in 
government, in the four years up to 2016–17 its spending grew by $4.25 billion while its revenue increased by 
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$950 million. The former government created this problem, so all I ask is that the former government be sensible, 
Leader of the Opposition, and help us fix the finances of the state. 
Government members: Hear, hear! 
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